Mayor Val Van Den Broek February 7, 2020
Langley City Hall

20399 Douglas Crescent

Langley, BC, V3A 4B3

Grade Crescent: A Heritage Road

Dear Mayor Van Den Broek and Councilors:

| am writing this letter with respect to my presentation to you and Council
on September 30" in regards to designating Grade Crescent a Heritage
Road which was part of the Great Northern Railway’s Vancouver, Victoria
and Eastern Railway (GNR) in 1915 (see Figure 1).

| have been in contact with the Township of Langley Heritage Committee,
Fraser Valley Heritage Research Services, Fraser Valley Historical Railway
Society, Langley Heritage Society, BC Heritage Legacy Fund Program as
well as my neighbours.

There is an interest in designating Grade Crescent a “Heritage Road”
which also encompasses other streets such as Colebrook Road, 50 Ave to
200 Street and 47 Ave, all of which was part of the GNR (see Figures 2 &
3). There is a unique history to these streets to increase public awareness
of the heritage value of the streets and why they are there.

| would propose that the City of Langley design and install historical
interpretative signs at designated locations such as Conder Park, Sendal
Gardens, Iris Moony Park (see Figure 4) which would inform passers-by of
the history of that designated street which was the former rail network.
Informing people of the local history especially, in their neighbourhood, is a
way to connect with heritage, environment and culture. This also supports
the walking paths that are prevalent within the City of Langley. This could
be incorporated into the upgrade of Grade Crescent.

| was invited by the Heritage Committee of the Township of Langley to give
a presentation on railway — historical roads (February 5, 2020).



| have engaged the BC Heritage Legacy Fund with respect to funding this
initiative. The City will need to submit an application in February, 2020. |
would help with this application.

The City does not appear to have a Heritage Committee with which to deal
with such items. In my research, | contacted the City Operations
Department which provided me a map showing the location of various
“heritage road signs” (see Figures 5 & 6). The consent and origin of these
signs appears to be unknown. | would be willing to be involved with a
Heritage Committee if the City deems it to be of importance.

| have attached some pictures showing possible signage types (Pictures 1
to 3).

| am looking for support from you and councilors for this initiative.

| look forward to your reply and | am available to meet with you to move
this project forward.

Yours truly,

“Bruce Downing”

Bruce Downing, MSc, PGeo, FGC, FEC(hon)
20200 Grade Crescent

Langley, V3A 4J6

[604 427 4009] email: bwdowning@shaw.ca

Cc Rick Bomhof, Director of Engineering, Parks & Environment
Kimberlee Hilton, Director of Recreation, Culture, & Community
Services
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Figure 2

Map showing Vancouver, Victoria & Eastern Railway line (orange) which
encompasses Colebrook Road, 50" Ave, Grade Crescent, 47" Ave and
parts of Murrayville to Aldergrove. The VV&E rail was part of the Great

Northern Railway system.
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Figure 3 Google Earth Map showing outline of Vancouver, Victoria & Eastern Rail
Line as per Figure 2. See outline in orange below....
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Figure 4 Map showing possible locations of signage.
Conder Park (50" Street)
Sendal Gardens entrance (Grade Crescent)
Pleasantvale Creek entrance trail - opposite H D Stafford School
Iris Moony Park (47 Ave)
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Figure 5 City of Langley Heritage Street Sign Map



From: BRUCE DOWNING bwdowning@shaw.ca @
Subject: Pic
Date: November 22, 2019 at 9:00 AM
To: Bruce Downing bwdowning@shaw.ca
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Figure 6 Heritage Street Sign. Note that this sign does not tell about the history of
the road name.



Picture 1 Interpretative Signage (ref Fort Langley)



Picture 2 Interpretative Signage (ref Steveston)



Picture 3 Interpretative Signage (ref 6856 256 Street, Langley)



