James Douglas and the Black community in British Columbia

Councillor Nathan Pachal

WHEREAS James Douglas was the first Governor of the Colony of British Columbia;
and

WHEREAS Langley was the first capital of the Colony of British Columbia; and
WHEREAS Douglas Park is named after James Douglas; and

WHEREAS James Douglas’ father was Scottish and his mother was a “free woman of
colour”; and

WHEREAS James Douglas successfully encouraged people from the Black community
in the US to immigrate to British Columbia;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Langley City staff work with the BC Black
History Awareness Society and Kwantlen First Nations to erect a plaque and/or
interpretive sign in Douglas Park, themed about James Douglas and the Black
community in British Columbia, to be unveiled during Black History month in 2021; and

FURTHER THAT staff prepare a report to Council that includes the cost and content of
the plague and/or interpretive sign for approval by Council.



