




  

 
 
 
May 7, 2021 
 
 
The Honourable John Horgan, M.L.A. 
Premier of British Columbia 
PO Box 9041 Stn Prov Govt 
Victoria, BC   V8W 9E1 
 
VIA Email: premier@gov.bc.ca  
 
 
Dear Premier: 
 
Re:  Addressing Human Trafficking in BC 

At its April 26, 2021 Regular Council Meeting, the Council for the City of Langley received a 
presentation from Ms. Cathy Peters, BC Anti-Human Trafficking Educator, Speaker, and 
Advocate. Council was very impressed, both with the breadth of Ms. Peters’ knowledge and her 
ability to provide information on this complex issue in a clear and concise manner. In fact, we 
were shocked to learn the extent to which human trafficking is taking place in our province and 
across Canada and that high school, middle school, and even elementary school aged children 
are being aggressively targeted for sex trafficking. We recognize that this is a very serious topic 
which must not be ignored. 

As part of her presentation, Ms. Peters introduced Council to the US State Department’s annual 
Trafficking in Persons Report which summarizes the responses of different countries to human 
trafficking - https://www.state.gov/reports/2020-trafficking-in-persons-report/canada/. We 
learned that while the Government of Canada was assigned a Tier 1 placement, a number of 
gaps were identified in our country’s efforts to fight human trafficking, including: 

• lack of data collection; 
• lack of victim services;  
• poor collaboration between provincial and federal governments;  
• need for pro-active law enforcement; 
• growing number of Canadian child sex tourists; and 
• training needed for prosecutors and judges and for restitution for victims.  
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Ms. Peters highlighted the fact that there is little to no public awareness of this criminal activity 
in BC and that our province has fewer strategies in place to address human trafficking as 
compared to most other provinces, making BC particularly attractive for traffickers to run their 
lucrative criminal operations. We believe that in order to effectively address this pressing issue 
in BC, there is a need for funding to be made available for provincial law enforcement, a 
province-wide awareness campaign, and an inter-agency Human Sex Trafficking Task Force 
similar to the existing drug and gang task forces. To this end, I on behalf of Council, respectfully 
urge the Province to prioritize human trafficking as a topic of concern and allocate resources 
towards addressing this unfathomable crime.  

Further, I encourage you to visit Ms. Peters’ website http://www.beamazingcampaign.org/ 
and contact her by email ca.peters@telus.net to arrange a presentation on this urgent issue.   

Thank you for your consideration. 

Yours truly, 
City of Langley 
 

 
 
Val van den Broek 
Mayor 
 
CC:  Executive Council of BC 
 Langley City Council 
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