
 

 

 
 

September 22, 2021 

 

City of Langley 

Attention: Mr. Francis Cheung 

20399 Douglas Crescent  

Langley, BC V3A 4B3 

 

 

Dear Mr. Francis Cheung,  

 

As you are aware, the Education Statutes Act of 1998 amended both the Municipal Act and the 

School Act to provide for school site acquisition charges to pay for part of the cost of new school 

sites that are required as a result of new development. The Act requires that school boards and 

local governments work together on the development of these charges 

You will recall that I wrote to you July 13, 2021 to inform you that the Board of Education 

would be considering the Eligible School Sites proposal, which is attached to this letter, at the 

September 21, 2021 Public Board Meeting. At the meeting on September 21, 2021, the Board 

approved a resolution adopting the proposal. The proposal indicated the following: 

1. It is estimated that there will be 16,382 new development units constructed in the school 

district over the next 10 years;  

2. These 16,382 development units will be home to an estimated 5,654 school age children;  

3. The School Board expects that 7 new school site will be required as the result of this 

growth in the area. We anticipate that it will be in the neighbourhood of Willoughby and 

Brookswood/Fernridge. According to Ministry of Education standards it will require 

23.065 hectares of land; the land will cost approximately $182,400,000.  

Under the school sites acquisition legislation local governments have 60 days to either:  

1. Pass a resolution accepting the school boards’ resolution of proposed eligible schools site 

requirements for the school district; or  

2. Respond in writing to the school board indicating that it does not accept the school board’s 

proposed site requirements for the school district and indicating: each proposed school site 

to which it objects, and the reasons for the objection. 

If no response is received within 60 days, the legislation states that the local government will 

have been deemed to accept the proposal.  
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Please place this on council’s agenda as soon as possible. Let me know if you have any questions 

about this proposal. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Brian Iseli, Secretary-Treasurer 

 

 

cc:  Gordon Stewart, Superintendent 
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STAFF REPORT 

 

DATE: September 21, 2021 

TO: Board of Education 

FROM: Brian Iseli, Secretary-Treasurer 

SUBJECT: School Site Acquisition Charges (SSAC) 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTIONS: 

That the School District No. 35 (Langley) Eligible School Sites Resolution Bylaw 2021-01 be given first 

reading.  

That the School District No. 35 (Langley) Eligible School Sites Resolution Bylaw 2021-01 be given second 

reading.  

That the Board of Education of School District No. 35 (Langley) approves having all three readings of the 

Eligible School Sites Resolution Bylaw 2021-01, as presented.  

That the School District No. 35 (Langley) Eligible School Sites Resolution Bylaw 2021-01 be given third 

reading, passed and adopted on the 21st day of September, 2021.  

 

BACKGROUND: 

Boards of Education are required to have a School Site Acquisition Charge (SSAC) in districts that are 

growing and are requesting site acquisitions in their 5-Year Capital Plan. The purpose of the SSAC is to 

collect funds from new residential developments to assist in paying for the cost of new school sites to 

accommodate student population growth due to development. The School District holds the money in a 

Land Capital Account and contributes it to capital projects approved as part of our Five-Year Capital Plan 

for a land purchase. The Local Government Act is the regulation that districts are required to follow in 

setting the SSAC. The last review of the SSAC was done by the District in 2014 and as a result, staff have 

been working on providing an update as part of the 2022-2023 capital plan process. 

At the June 15, 2021 Regular Board Meeting, the board put out the following notice of motion: 
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That the Board of Education serves Notice of Motion to the District’s education community and its 

education partner groups that it intends to approve the Eligible School Sites resolution at the 

September 21, 2021 Regular Board Meeting. 

The report that was brought to the June meeting is attached and staff have received no feedback from the 

notice of motion. Staff have written the City of Langley and Township of Langley to let them know that 

the bylaw will be brought forward at tonight’s meeting as a required part of the process.  

Process Moving Forward: 

The process moving forward will take several months and will involve the following steps: 

• The Board of Education has to adopt the Eligible School Sites at a Regular Board Meeting as the 

first step in updating the SSAC. 

• Once adopted, we will provide the motion for the Eligible School Sites to both the City and 

Township Councils and they have 60 days to either accept or reject. 

• The District will need to submit the Eligible School Sites as part of our Capital Plan submission for 

approval. 

• We normally receive approval for the Five-Year Plan in March of each year. 

• We are then required to adopt a bylaw for SSAC within 60 days of receiving approval of the Five-

Year Plan. 

• Inform City and Township of new SSAC which is effective 60 days after bylaw approval. 

 

The entire process will therefore take us into 2022, but hopefully by this time next year we will have a new 

SSAC in place. 



Eligible School Sites Resolution Bylaw 2021-01 

Whereas Section 142 of the School Act requires that a School Board submit a capital plan to the Minister of 

Education; and 

Whereas Municipal Act Section 937.4 requires that before a school board submits the capital plan required 

under School Act Section 142 it consult with each local government in the school district and, that the school 

board and local government make all reasonable efforts to reach agreement on the following: 

1. A projection of the number of eligible development units to be authorized over the 10 year 

period that has been specified by the Minister of Education; 

2. The projection of the number of school age children (as defined in the School Act ) that will be 

added to the school district as the result of the eligible development units; 

3. The approximate size and number of school sites required to accommodate the number of 

school age children projected as a result of the addition of eligible development units; 

4. The approximate location and value of the school sites; and, 

Whereas the Board of Education of School District # 35 (Langley) has consulted with the City of Langley, the 

Township of Langley on these matters; 

It is resolved that: 

1. Based on information from local government, Board of Education of School District # 35 

(Langley) estimates that there will be 16,382 new development units constructed in the school 

district over the next 10 years; 

2. These 16,382 development units will be home to an estimated 5,654 school age children; 

3. The Board of Education of School District # 35 (Langley) expects that 7 new school site(s) will be 

required as the result of this growth in the school district. The site(s) will be located in the 

following neighbourhoods: Willoughby and Brookswood/Fernridge. 

4. According to Ministry of Education standards the site(s) will require 23.065 hectares of land. The 

land will cost approximately $182,400,000. 

READ A FIRST TIME THE 21ST DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2021; 

READ A SECOND TIME THE 21ST DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2021; 

READ A THIRD TIME, PASSED AND ADOPTED THE 21ST DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2021. 

 

 

 __________                            

Trustee Rod Ross 

Board Chair 

  

 

 

 ____________                              

Brian Iseli, CPA, CA 

Secretary-Treasurer 



 

I HEREBY CERTIFY this to be a true original of Eligible School Site Resolution Bylaw No. 2021-01, adopted 

by the Board the 21st day of September, 2021. 

 

 

 

 ___________                             

Brian Iseli, CPA, CA 

Secretary-Treasurer 

 

 




