
D
e

v
e

lo
p

m
e

n
t 

S
e

rv
ic

e
s

  

Community Standards Bylaw

Proposed Updates
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Overview

1. Purpose of Community Standards Bylaw (regarding vacant premises)

2. Why Update? ‘Strengthen the bylaw’ in securing vacant premises 

3. Key Bylaw Updates

4. New Bylaw Schedules

5. Next Steps
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Purpose of Community Standards Bylaw

Regarding vacant premises, which include lots & buildings in which lawful occupancy has ceased:

The Community Standards Bylaw seeks to limit/inhibit/prevent:

• trespassing, unauthorized occupancy

• vandalism, property damage

• nuisances, unsightliness 

• fires

• illegal dumping

• impacts on adjacent properties 
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Why Update the Community Standards Bylaw?

The current Bylaw requires ‘one or more’ of these measures to secure vacant buildings/lots:

• securing window, door & other openings (‘boarding up’)

• fencing 

• security alarm system 

• security guard(s) 

• exterior lighting 

• other measures & devices as required by ‘Inspector’ 
• Inspector: Bylaw Enforcement Officer, Chief Building Inspector, Fire Chief, others designated by Council   
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Why Update the Community Standards Bylaw?

To better address trespassing, damage & fire concerns, the Bylaw needs to be strengthened to 

require that vacant premises, with vacant buildings, be: 

1.) boarded up and 2.) fenced 

The Inspector may also require:

• security alarm & monitoring system 

• security guard(s) 

• exterior lighting 

• other measures & devices as required by the Inspector
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Key Bylaw Updates

• New ‘Vacant Premises’ & updated ‘Inspector’ definitions (Section 30)

• Updated Section 7: require vacant premises, with vacant buildings, to be 1.) secured & 2.) fenced, 

among other possible securing methods as directed by the Inspector.
• Temporary construction fencing OK for redevelopment properties, for 3 years (chain link is default requirement)  

• New Section 8: require vacant premises, without vacant buildings & to be redeveloped, to be 

fenced, among other possible securing methods as directed by the Inspector.
• Vacant premises without vacant buildings, & not subject to redevelopment, may need to be fenced, as required

• Schedules A & B: vacant premises securing & fencing requirements (next slide)

• Other updates:
• 27: City may seek a remedial action to remedy a hazardous condition or declared nuisance under the authority of 

the Community Charter. 

• 13: The Inspector may require unoccupied buildings (to be re-occupied) to be fenced & secured if necessary
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Schedule A: Securing Requirements
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Schedule B: Fencing Requirements
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Next Steps

1. March 23: Introduce proposed draft Community Standards Bylaw updates

• for Council feedback prior to introducing Bylaw for readings

2. Further review & refinement, potential supporting docs for redevelopment properties 

3. Review (& update as required) fines in Municipal Ticket Information System Bylaw 

4. April: Updated Community Standards Bylaw for 3 readings, adoption (& fines as required)



D
e

v
e

lo
p

m
e

n
t 

S
e

rv
ic

e
s

  

Community Standards Bylaw

Proposed Updates


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10

